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How does your business rate online? 

  

Update 
Downtown    

By Melissa Lampe, Watertown Main Street Program executive director 

One of the many benefits of Watertown being a designated Wisconsin Main Street Community is that our 
local Main Street representatives are eligible to attend a variety of workshops annually across the state on 
topics that range anywhere from historic preservation to fundraising to tourism. Since this summer’s work-
shop was being held in Eagle River, my family and I decided to make a vacation out of it and drove up early 
for some Northwoods fun.   
 
Even though we knew where we would be staying and the sites we most wanted to see, we relied on our 
smartphones to help us determine where to eat, drive go-carts and play mini-golf.  Most of our decisions 
were based on which places had the best online reviews or ratings on sites such as Google, Tripadvisor and 

Yelp. It’s amazing how much information is out there—businesses 
from big commercial entertainment outfits to small locally-owned 
diners in downtown Eagle River all have consumer ratings online.  
 

While the majority of reviews for most businesses are positive, we all know that at some point someone 
will have a bad experience and take to the Internet to share it. As I thought about how much I turned to us-
er reviews in planning my own vacation, it made me wonder how many people 
are doing the very same thing when deciding what to see and do in Watertown. 
This led to me do a bit of research on what people are saying about the business-
es in our downtown. I am very pleased to report that we have many businesses 

receiving four-out-of-five, if not five stars with very positive comments. While I knew this 
would be the case for Watertown because we have a great downtown filled with great 
businesses and people who help make it thrive, it’s important that our business owners 
are aware of how their individual establishments rate online. Some may be very pleased, 
some may be disappointed, but as we become more and more dependent on the Internet 
in our daily lives, businesses need to pay close attention to their online review profiles and 

presence on social media sites. Keeping up with this monitoring can be tiresome, but if you encourage your 
customers to take the time to leave you a positive review on one or all of the previously mentioned sites, 
including Facebook, you could see a pleasant increase in your business.  

 
Our downtown looks best when our sidewalks are weed and rubbish free. Please pull 

and/or spray the weeds that grow around and near your buildings!  
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Volunteers Sought to Water Main Street Flower Pots 

2017 Art on Main Banner Auction  
set for Friday, Oct 20 

Each year, more than a dozen volunteers 
help plant and maintain the beautiful flow-
ers that bring so much color and variety to 
our Main Street. In addition to the 64 hang-
ing pots that are planted annually, the 
Main Street Program was fortunate to re-
ceive a grant this year from the Joseph and 
Sharon Darcey Foundation to purchase 10 
new ground-level flower planters to further 
beautify our downtown.  
 

The Main Street Program is in need of vol-
unteers to help with watering one or two 
days per week. This is an important job that 
requires two people—one to drive a city-
owned pick-up truck outfitted with a spe-
cial watering tank, and another to hold the 
sprayer. The pots are watered daily, usually 
late in the evening or early morning, unless 
it rains significantly overnight.  
 

Could you donate your time to this worthy 
project? Even just one day a week would 
be appreciated. Please call or email the 
Main Street office to sign up! 

It takes a dedicated team of 
volunteers to plant and 

keep our flowers looking 
beautiful each year.  

Pictured above are Main 
Street volunteers during 

flower planting day in May. 
Pictured at left is a grouping 

of our new ground-level 
planters. 

The 37 custom art banners that have added so much 

color and vibrancy to our downtown this summer will 

be auctioned off on Friday, Oct. 20 to support next 

year’s Art on Main program. The evening will begin 

with a special banner preview party from  5-6 p.m. 

where refreshments will be served and guests can  

enter into a drawing to win a number of raffle prizes 

donated by Watertown merchants. 
 

The auction will start at 6 p.m. This event is open to the 

public. Join us for an evening of fun and entertainment 

while raising funds for downtown beautification. 
 

Last year’s auction raised more than $6,500! 
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Chamber of Commerce to host 

downtown Wine Walk Sept. 14 

 

Downtown Watertown will be the site of a new Wine Walk on 
Thursday September 14 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., presented by 
the Watertown Area Chamber of Commerce. 
 

During the Wine Walk, 12 downtown Watertown businesses 
will become "tasting rooms" where attendees may sample up 
to 24 different wines throughout the evening. The Wine Walk 
will include local artists at each location, so participants will 
have a chance to view fabulous art while strolling downtown. 
Registration begins August 1. Tickets are $25 each and may be 
purchased at watertownchamber.com. Paid receipts and IDs need to be presented at the Chamber office beginning at 
4:30 p.m. the day of the event to receive your wristband and two complimentary raffle tickets. Food pairings will also 
be offered with the wine during the event. 
 

Wine Walk locations include Ava’s ~ A Posh Boutique, Bradow Jewelers, Brown’s Shoe Fit Co., Century 21 Endeavor, 
Draeger’s Floral, Elegant Arrangements by Maureen, Jefferson Travel, Keck Furniture, Oswald-Konz Financial Group, 
Pidder Padder Paws, Sandra D’s Bridal Boutique, and Tribeca GalleryCafé & Books. 

 

A special event sponsored by YES! 
Watertown on Saturday, Sept. 16 
will highlight four locally-owned 
artisan food businesses—including 
Mullen’s Dairy Bar in downtown 
Watertown—with proceeds to 
benefit the Watertown Main 
Street Program. 

 

The Artisan Food Tour of Watertown will take attendees 
behind the scenes of Mullen’s, Kraemer Wisconsin Cheese, 
Berres Brothers Coffee Roasters, and Glenn’s Market & 
Catering. At each location, you’ll learn how these multi-
generational businesses create hand-crafted cheese, 
coffee, sausage and ice cream. Attendees will be trans-
ported to each location by bus. Following the tour, enjoy 
microbrews provided by locally-owned Sweet Mullets 
Brewery. Space is limited for this unique artisan food expe-
rience. Tickets are $20 per person and may be purchased 
at watertownartisanfoodtour.ticketspice.com. 
 

Thank you Yes! Watertown for your continued support of 
downtown Watertown! 

Artisan Food Tour to benefit  
Main Street Program 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Downtown Trick-or-Treat &  

Family Friendly Activities 

Saturday, October 28 

Stay up-to-date on the latest happenings 
and upcoming events in downtown Water-
town! Follow the Watertown Main Street 
Program on Facebook and be sure to visit 
our new website, watertownmainstreet.org.  

Watch for more information about these 
great downtown events soon! 

 



RDA launches new program for downtown revitalization  
 

Property owners in downtown Watertown are now eligible to apply for a new loan program administered by 
the Watertown Redevelopment Authority (RDA) for the purpose of revitalizing and redeveloping their com-
mercial real estate.  
 

The Commercial Rehabilitative Revolving Loan is designed to foster 
business growth and expansion, to facilitate the development of high-
quality upper-level residential units, to update and preserve historic 
structures, and to increase the overall economic vitality of downtown 
Watertown. In addition to facade beautification projects, revolving 
loan funds may be used for structural repairs, and major mechanical 
upgrades to plumbing, electrical, heating, and cooling systems. Loan 
funds may also be used to offset the cost of project-related expenses 
such as design, architectural or engineering costs.  
 

Funding for the revolving loan is being provided by the city through tax increment financing dollars, and par-
ticipation from local community banks. A project approved for a revolving loan would require the owner to 
provide 10% of the total project cost upfront. The city may then provide a 10% grant to match that cost and 
the remaining 80% of the project cost would be financed at a rate of 2% for five years. 
 

The initial window to apply for a revolving loan is open now through Sept. 1. Eligible commercial properties 
include those which are within and immediately adjacent to the boundaries of the Watertown Main Street Pro-
gram, which run from Church Street to Cady Street to College Avenue to Milwaukee Street. Revolving loan 
funds are limited, and not all applied-for projects may be approved. The RDA reserves the right to weigh pro-
jects based on their potential visual, cultural and economic impact on downtown Watertown.  
 

The commercial rehabilitative revolving loan is one component the RDA is using to kick-start revitalization 
efforts downtown.  The organization is also focusing on efforts to create a town square and new a develop-
ment which may include a boutique hotel in the 100 block of West Main Street. The RDA is also partnering 
with the Watertown Area Chamber of Commerce to launch Startup Watertown, a new business accelerator 
program aimed at fostering new commercial and industrial growth in Watertown. 
 

The RDA was created in December 2016. It is comprised of seven members of the Watertown community 
involved in enhancing the economic vitality of the city through their professional and/or civic affiliations. 
RDA members are appointed by the Mayor and approved by 
the Watertown Common Council. The purpose of the RDA 
is to encourage reinvestment in under-utilized areas of the 
city through the rehabilitation or removal of blighted proper-
ties resulting in new infill housing and commercial develop-
ments, job creation, an expanded tax base, and an improved 
quality of life for the citizens of Watertown. 
 

“I am very happy that the RDA is set to roll out the down-
town loan program,” said Watertown Mayor John David. “I 
think it is another key to the success of the entire city and 
will be one of the economic development drivers in the city. 
The RDA has done a wonderful job of preparing themselves 
to be one of the drivers that will make our city better, help 
produce tax increment, and promote job growth throughout 
the city.” 
 

To learn more about the RDA or to download a copy of the 
revolving loan application, please visit watertownredevelop-
ment.org.  

Did you know? 
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Downtown Watertown is now  
home to an Airbnb! 

 

A former apartment above 411 E. Main St. has 
been transformed into a comfortable over-

night or extended-stay getaway as an Airbnb.  
Airbnb is an online marketplace and hospitality 

service that enables people to lease or rent 
short-term lodging including vacation rent-

als, apartment rentals, or hotel rooms. The two 
bedroom Airbnb can accommodate up to five 
people and rents for $125 per night. For more 

information, visit airbnb.com and search 
“Watertown.” 

 



Downtown Watertown ~ A Look Back 

The Lewis Fountain and Indian Statue 
 

A Gift to the City from Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. and Fannie Lewis 
 

T his photo postcard of the iconic Indian statue and drinking fountain that once stood at the intersection of 
West Main and Washington streets was recently shared with us by the Watertown Public Library. It is part of 

a collection of historic photos, documents and other memorabilia chronicling the early days of the library in Wa-
tertown.  On June 14, the library held a special celebration to commemorate the 110th anniversary of the opening 
of our original Carnegie library building, where many of these mementos were on display.  
 

The view to the right of the photo is the block currently occupied by the library and two remaining commercial 
buildings, pictured just to the left of the lamppost. On the left side of the image stands the buildings that house 
Baba’s Thirsty Rhino and 220 W. Main St., a vacant property. The next two structures toward the right are now 
the parking lot for Mullen’s Dairy Bar. From there, one can see the current Mullen’s Dairy Bar building at 212 W. 
Main St., and the three-story building block that today houses Ken Zindar’s Insurance Agency and DJC Accounting.  
 

Today, a replica of this iconic statue is on display at the Octagon House Museum. The original figure was gifted to 
the city in 1896 by industrialist and city benefactor Robert E. Lewis and his wife Fannie in memory of their son, 
Clifton.  The statue was created by the J. L. Mott Iron Works of New York.  According to the Watertown Historical 
Society, the original statue stood on top of an ornamental fountain that provided drinking water for animals and 
thirsty passersby.  It remained in place at this intersection for nearly 30 years until it was struck by a motorist in 
1925 and damaged beyond repair.  
 

Appreciating the importance of this gift, the city ordered an exact duplicate from the original manufacturer and 
placed the new statue in Union Park, where it stood for nearly 30 years. After suffering from years of vandalism 
and exposure to the elements at this site, the city, wanting to preserve the statue, entrusted it to the care of the 
Watertown Historical Society.  In 1964, the statue was relocated to the grounds of the Octagon House Museum, 
where it has remained ever since.  
 

For more information on the Lewis statue and Watertown history, visit watertownhistory.org. 
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The Watertown Main Street Program Board of Directors 

Amber Smith, President 
The Chic Boutique 

 

Sandra Budewitz , Vice-President 
Sandra D’s Bridal Boutique 

 

Brian Konz, Treasurer 
Oswald-Konz Financial Group 

 

Aaron David 
Charles David’s Sons 

 

Ron Counsell  
Edward Jones Investments 

The Watertown Main Street Program is located at 519 E. Main St, Watertown, WI 53094. Call us at (920) 342-3623 or 
email watertownmainstreet@gmail.com. The Watertown Main Street Program is a tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization. 

2017 Downtown Fall Events 
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Wine Walk 
Thursday, Sept. 14, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Select Businesses on Main Street 
 
Artisan Food Tour of Watertown 
Saturday, Sept. 16 
Tickets required, see p. 3 
Meet at N. 1st Street Parking Lot 
 
Art on Main Banner Auction 
Friday, Oct. 20, 5 p.m. 
Lyons Irish Pub, 201 E. Main St.  
 
Pumpkin Palooza 
Saturday, Oct 28. 
11 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Downtown Watertown 
 

*City-Wide Trick-or-Treat 
Sunday, Oct. 29 1-4 p.m. 
 
 

 

Veteran’s Day Parade 
Saturday, Nov. 11 
Main Street to Veteran’s Memorial Park 
 
Women’s Only Weekend 
Friday, Nov. 17 – Sunday, Nov. 19 
Downtown Watertown 
 
Holiday Parade of Lights 
Saturday, Nov. 25, 5:30 p.m. 
Main Street, from Water Street  
to Dewey Avenue 
Santa House Opens for Christmas Season 

Peg Checkai 
Watertown Public Library 

 

Michael Kujawski 
Kujawski Law, LLC 

 

Kevin Clifford 
Watertown Daily Times 

 

Julie Crnkovich  
Tribeca GalleryCafe  & Books 

 

Nate Salas 
Partnership Bank 

 

James Romlein 
Citizen Member 

Main Street Board meetings are held the 
third Wednesday of each month at 8 a.m. at 

Tribeca GalleryCafé & Books.  

Mike Nienow 
Hafemeister Funeral Home  

& Cremation Service 
 

Linda Kilps 
Watertown City Council 

 

Melissa Lampe 
Executive Director 

The Watertown Main Street Program would like to 
extend a special thank you to Jeff Pirkel, city forestry 
manager, for planting a beautiful Serviceberry tree in 

the Main Street Plaza. 


